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ABSTRACT Co 
An assessment of neyspayers fron gh st towns in the 


United States is proposed in this paper, ag a means of improving the. 
a. definiticns of frontier joprnalism beyohd. fational ‘time ‘periods, | 
‘et expansion over geographicel space, and peina de policy and 


“ practices. It is suggested that an evaluation be made by measurement! 
and appraisal of those newspapers coverage of- community functions to 
detect when they provided environnm ntal surveillan€e so as to warn or 
' “forecast. -possible signs of community decline. A 1NSt of guiding. 
questions and a review of the literature of frontier advocacy 

s . Journalism is provided. A news content analysis of ‘the quality of 
eS life in areas of land use and development, economics, transportation, — . 
, human/group rebations, government, health, informatio veducation, — a 
; recreation/entertainment and pet ned Tesources. is su poorest 
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Introduction: Purpose _ a - co a i ee 
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the Appalachians (aips-1810); and pre ‘dnd eae Wax geriea: of a 4 a 
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‘inal, J age | Ge 
urbani fation ae pat been cyatematically explored", »/ peehape ‘the: toed an 
: : ae i “| | , “3 : 


" of the ‘urban  eefsiae could be uséd to explain the frontier ‘press. Ce 
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set. of. facts?’ These ania cee Linked. with various rural. and ° 
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frontier as a ) concent refers more to: the ‘mining ‘camps and ‘the railroad ao a 


ets) ‘ n& a : : ; 
: center: than to pioneer, agricultural ‘sett lenents.' oh, 588" ; 


ie os Others argue that € the statistical end of the frgngsee may have . 
ae " ‘been indicated. statistically in. the 1880 census and so iAH 
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yo - 1920 with the ‘end’ of agriciltire-and the rise of ‘the mass production . 


ta economy tied to ‘mass nedia and the urban: miss wind 2 "Sometime between 
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“eat 1915 and 1920 the old rural majority. living on. the producing ond, or 
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40 Rocky fouatain mining areas between, the 1849 Gold Rush - and the 
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a ‘on, the society and culture ‘of both the ‘local and larger conmupity.” 


- Existing. studies on the frontier press can be: sifted and sorted 
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for. clues as .to whether this press genre provided consensus, cohesion mae 
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~ ‘and survetiance,® and whether the: biographic, episodic, trite and , often 
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antiquarian booster accounts réveal a conceptual framework, : or a natural 
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history i: the -nevspaper.1? This. ‘might detect the impact of. ‘the urbaniza- 


Teton process | on ‘the press and their towns, whereas an assessment (of 


iu ‘the social responsibility Mog those newspapers night be found through 


an | evaluation | of their coverage Ce vasic coumunity functdons essential 
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£0 the growth, “prosperity and stoh..ity (er. decline) oe ghost towis. . 
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-The booster. lar:zuage ‘on the Scarier was seul make: hardship 
"bearable and exag:scation anc. orsuzse were a way to cope with ithe harsh 
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_Yealities of nature.-Frontier i mous:e reflected optimism, conquest, 


individualisn nanded te oven Me settle new territory.’” Before news- | 


‘papers in ‘frontier tinct rowhe | Rom. ation was largely institutional 
) and huptepereoust. When <awSp:cc.tT: Jamz, they ‘reinforced the languag. 
yd 7 a ? nas b 
of boosterism and became accive wos. in building frontier towns.” 


_ The frontier ecitor wag 't- an. htener of the backwoods" who 


| / "bought and sold the Fablae ‘3, “tremoted the settlement of villages 


framed and fiversnste: che <:. laws, saved the pioneers’ souls 
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ae pene synonymous. Early and continuing histories’ of surviving frontier 


journalien historian suggests that te te impossible “to sepafate. the 
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the very limits of settlement: The: newspaper served as a handmaid of | 


commerce..."*© it even created the chamber of commerce!’ or served 
- + ~ ra = ™ 


_as one in fact, ant the participant/observer role for the newspaper. 


+. COMMmNAty conesiim =i _ike earlier colonial journalists,’ ¢ editore were 


often merged civic and governmental activity and made the city and 
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newspapers fully document “the close’ Press and ‘community’ ties, 1 and one 
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history. of a single newspaper Fron the ‘history of the times during 
which the newepaper was published. 20 2 

. ‘Urban historians, of, the frontier found that the newspaper was _ 
“the most: important unifying elenent of urban culture” and often. kept 
x struggl_ag cities acive during, “early aaveresey.”2 ‘Published post-mart 


On woth tow: xm ~ewspapers aed dia not survive reveal that’ Pres: 


pri-.cers am poor Of the budiness, political, governmeitel or milit:: 
. est iblisime: « omeer publishers were heavily dependent on. income 
: fre: Besar cs, handbills, and other Job printing. Politics we 
ofen . = “a. TEE business contacts. One account of such dadeove 
ia ee ae .30E -_ 860... foltowe:”? _ 3 : . 7 
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“hy Stue sioneer editor: was the printers. ‘As ‘newspapers a 
samme more Jtolitical,in tone,- the politician-editor, who de 
vss: only bart of his’ ‘time to the enterprise, - began to. crowd 
= "rainter tut... Indeed, in'many cases- where politics had - 
coc? the underlying cause for a newspaper 'g ampoule the. 
eres settee: -and ‘politician’ became BYRON INOUE, terms. 


in Weer. :c:d expeasion and mining ‘areas, ‘editors. and: their presses 
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7 often arr: «+. betiue  Broepectpre, and like them, were often as ‘tempor-. 


a 
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' Montana's . iret printing yas tied Fae was. first found there. 
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"another early arrival, the governnent with its need for ‘publictty"o on 
noticed laws, reports, and Journais.2# : | : 
"The newspapers of the early-day. mining camps payed : ‘an Aegoxtabe 
“zole in’ the growth. and settlement of Colorado. Hak many of ‘the isola 
ted camps, the press. provided the only Link with chat ‘Was ian es on 
the rest of. the country: ‘These early newspapers mere usually partisan 


in their politics and mAs es of: the dev. Te ai teoeer et 


iad one thing, in common--an — t optinism abe~ _tneic: owt carts 
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wlar. areas Many nec ghost towns along aa ermy aed 0 ope= GR...) TB. 
An One 2uz: -ining :town, ‘ Seorgetown;: Colorado . nouris ned 14 pets 
‘ fy tdens PEt ome seco two oe two monthiie>) in a 3I-yea: ABIL 


from 18f7- 04. :tom its more than’ 10, 000 population 28. “the aaa 


‘Quer. 1th Povcides" to its ghost. town tetrism statue of a few ude 
F “re QROTL. 7 3 ar 1900. Provincial ‘boost vist: acndnated: newsp=2er. 4 
es \ nEEE as: - Trom one week to as long ‘as:20 years. 
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of the Ficure prosperity and greatness of: this nining distric:.... 
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ba “in ‘the hands of Colorado men, to be used: in the development and ~aprove- 
5a ment of eur Territory, dnatead’ ‘of. the Wall: ‘Street stock gamblers, shose 
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i. course thes far shad proved ruinous to our bast iiveresta' Whi. “such 


, Papers publicized the West and mineral prosperity, "Seldom, then, did 
- or the frontier Journals indulge in ‘the luxury of editorializing aout the 
‘, seamter side of frontier living. ... Colorado! 8. early. press did. not : ¢ 
ws accurately and” truthfully reflect the town and people it surportad’ to 
represent: Far ‘too often the papéra were. concerned solely, with the:, — a 


- serious business of attracting immigration, is demonstrating uner life 
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’ gome céncern and outrage « %.. on ‘alcoholism anc “our disty to cetaii 


~_-( muck to: the: reputatioa of :: plac:2z 25 good sates %.. 


, Atdeseodunne,: the mathCe was a echer passive leader in society. He: 


; Oniy ater, after the sown al naua prospered, aid the newspaper be- 


“come” less an: -Aastrumént " the merchant. class. arid more. an independent 


; 8. bis - : us 28 2 ws . 7 : A) 
the easterner ‘vas conditicned to- believe.’ , 
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Therefore. the town's - préss image was paranount , and that allowed | 


‘the Shocking depravit: ae humanity when they ind=l:2 in strong dric..." = 


before a tavern murder; =. Wopac rt ‘for taxes "ae vc thing conduses £0 
. ae a 

- Even relatively indep “r<lenz vopulist editc-— afi ected by econcaic 
pressures lean “heavily: c: ‘she threat to silve>. <:a2 sing perpecused 


: ; ae \ . a“ 
at the courthouse, the po:z “:lal menace to new -=vesicment, and Cie. $-4h=. a 


_s enndal battle with the © 2:-: apposition editor....' Wut te ruggec 
. and often eccentric plore: editors uouid¢ go | 80 Zar as to use oxen’ and * - 


; their own backs: to ‘trensport presses across. snow untata ‘Yanges tc! , oS 


publish the fttat panes “a log cabin, di their suc -vidualden “rarely , 


varied mich from: the ne=ms of the community. «+. In spite oe hie , <p. 


, ‘did not carry on very substantial. crusades, except in politics, nor s+ ; oat 
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sconepive many new reforms for ie improvemerit of society." sg: _ 4 


The | literature ‘of EEonenee journaliem oa: not revéal 1f ‘the’ social 
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responsibility of the newspapers was ercater in aeabie areas less de-_ 


ie pendent on niining than in transient, ghost-towis-to-be, Border-town ban 


maneee editors, for example, putjLiehed negative a8 well as Peeitive 7 


news .on, the 1859 gold- rush to Pike! 8 Peak, although they were: at some 


distance and figured to aldo, prosper from’ the race : | ee 


_ One study of the colorado frontier papers eee that ''There . — Le 
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‘press, which spent early years attracting the railroads, ‘developing 


. mining, and Americanizing the Spanish-speaking immigrants, but failed. 


2% 


- 


ca 


the local power arte Survetilarice of the. environment woul Pitkety - 


. deehine of Western expansion and the rise of press. surveillance on 
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to establish its” editorial independence eae late in its era'of 1834- 
1917.35. i. we 

at hae é a _ 
sinter in. Montana, _as the economy was less dependent on the 


_ mining of one minexal, the newspapers may have pacoda more independent 


and thereby . marked the end of frontier ’ ‘Journalfen there, The press had ~ 


grown. out oF minink and politics, but when the unstable markets for gold; 


silver and copper were diversified with ‘the more etabie agricultural 


. << . : , ; 
.econemy and the river and railroad traffié, -journalism became less de- 
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e \ ee 
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hesiva than ttttent force, in both surviving and ghost towns, indepen- 


dence of editors as a crucial eaarer in dich curitveatshe be. detected 
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, Post-Mortem on =nose Town Presa bs 2 ‘ 
~~ , Although atte in ae ghost towns is gone, there remain’ lengthy 
ie ‘ 


microfilm. 39 Whether those papets asi their, towng et ‘impending 
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decline on doom . or: ‘merely server as the voice of ‘civic boostertom 7 


| hight reveal ea social responsibility. — oon | — 
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ee aoktad fadicators as they apply’ to conimundty ecoatme, political, 


, environmental, health, educational ‘and social conditions in citide;*! 


of wealth, culture, health, security and civic affaires’? a and as oney 


, ight opr! to both on what is the quality of community beyond the 


\ diceeaty Libraries, ratio of oes: dentists, plumbers,..- 
infant mor aiity, home owmership, ‘crime rates, pollution evidence, 
and ‘a ould Ltetty of other | indichtors of arity. of life Ain ghost _ 


Re towns. 
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lists of. such towns aie compliations of both ‘ae a newspapers and ~ 


- and as they might apply to ptate statistical, rankings of the criteria 


the reminder \t t ‘Pioneer apa stretched the truth so that a 


- 


9 if a : 3 . gS _ ’ es wy) . 
. q- 8 , : = be - ae " * . - e “a o 
booster journalism can be bad history. An authority on newspapers ag 
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C ? "|. historical” tools explains: “4 : 


accounts remembering that frequently they lected more 
_ hope than fact. An editor was 6ne.of’the w town's leading 
- citizens: the unofficial greeter of visiting digni-.  . - 
’ tagies,the recorder of historical -highlights, the master 
‘ of ceremonies on key occasions, the adviser: to political 
and civic leaders. Little wonder *then tfiat this spirit = 
was carried over into his writing especially at a time -~ 
-when the newspapers were more the reflection ofthe ‘per- | 
Sonal views of the owners than the objective writing of 
today.’”: os . so 7 . 


“The researcher must be aware of such ove ot tasisatic .% 


_A list of guiding questions”? in performing the "autopsy" on the 


wt frontie? newspapers from ghost towns might include the following: U. 
) ‘Did the newspa > echo the quantitative growth. ethic and ey 
when dig they show concern: for the qualitative ‘impact of growth «. 
upon the town? Did the press "watchdog" the ‘natural environment °° 
as well as the government on any occasion? Did it aid producers or 
consumers by providing DEW(distant early warning) éignals that. 
a town was facing troubles that might lead‘to its demi/se? 


. ) Was there "preventive journalism" whereby readers gdt usable 
information for controlling ‘their own destiny ahd avo ing the _ 
disasters that create saleable news copy? - 3 


) Were the -newspapers passive chroniclers or inve&tigators? -. 

Did critical independence, increase with prosperity. of either: 
-. press or community? Did the press provide space and access for. 
those who questioned growth and did aot boost or cheer? 


) Did the newspapers concentrate On events--meetings, speeches, 
Organizations, announcements from Bources of authority from the 
top down; or dconcentrate on issues, problems, processes and how 


people might resolve them from the bottom up? , , 


) Was ‘the’ environmental tmpact on the town anticipated before it 
arrived and were problems explained beforehand or causes provided 
+ afterward? Were solutions and alternatives suggested?- 9 


_-) Was the’ press part of the Establishment’ and. participant as well 
‘ as observer and ,was this evident. in news content or faiplied? : 


) What image of community was conveyed in vision and values, and 
was the Civic superlative used to "sell" the towi to ‘outsiders, 
. defend the town's reputation, and promote consensus while evading® 
. local problems? — ‘ 


) Did the press ever chalienge pansion or merely. exploit the 
boom for commercial profit with ittie’ regard for planning or ak 2. 
48 design of the community? Was the community eventually sacrificed 
— _, for commerce without regatd for its future? ~*~ - —. # 
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*) Did the press explain the town! 8 econonic c base, and who vets for. 
‘and who benefited from community services? 
a ) Were national’ issues affecting the town disctssed or, were ine 
_ papers narrow and provincial in their focus? Did papers explain 
the external (macro) forces and the internal (micro) forces which 


. shaped the: community and its destiny? 7 ge : : 


) Were minorities (racial/ethnic, women, aged, eet, handicapped ; 


and others), representéd in the newspapers?. 


~~ ¢ a ) Did the newspapers report and ‘explain the causes aad cures res 

is ; garding. 111-health, and for whom and at what cost?) cs 
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ain - ) Was transportation dealt with as a: total community function by 

se . the press," or asa means ,to move the elite and business interests? 
“ +) Was ‘criticism of the-press and other feedback facilitated? 8 

ae a oe? _»), Was press’ emphasis on use of leisure time and recreation directed : 
Oe ges i 4 at both ahite apd mass culture? “4 . = Ok 
% 2, _< - _.' ). Was, thé natural yrironment guarded or exploited through the" press 


.. and was there evidenc 
“- growth that- might indica 
a er . the pressures of growth? 


f news -on the costs and trade-offs on town 
the ability of the town site to survive 
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‘Present frontier press studies analyzed herein ‘tend to’ be. enee~ 


- dotal and without cexplitete theorids as to. causes | for this Ke of. 


journalism, if irideed tt is ‘different. the proposed ' ‘autopsy" ‘on tlews- 
tt 
pagers without remaining communities might reveal possible causes of - 
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oe "death". for those which did not ‘survive and thereby “a about those | 
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re “Ya Perhaps the. “disease” of boosters and primitive journaliini of 
ya _ subjective invective: ani cia ama ties of Be frontlerspress are 
—_ ei - blamed unfairly. on Bapers: that died. me Press ghoste of ee 
mo 7 - =e g 
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FS are etili ave in big, tty naysroons today and. the cozy press rela~_ 
tionships with buginess, Sovernment and, others remains an ethical = : : 
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